



Demystifying the Justice and Mental Health System:
A Conference for Families

Welcome and Introduction
JAMH/SSO Staff
Keynote address: The Mental Health Act Explained
Lawyer
· Overview of the Mental Health Act 
· Changes over time

· Analysis of how the MHA impacts families

Why Won't You Talk To Me? A Panel Discussion on Privacy and Communication 
Psychiatrist, defence lawyer, Crown, corrections staff/mental health worker
· An lawyer's overview of the privacy legislation in Ontario 

· Perspectives from each panel member:

· What are the limits on sharing information with family members?

· What information can professionals share with families legally? 

· What is the most helpful way for families to communicate with professionals?
· What are the professional boundaries that impact how you communicate with families?
I’ve Called the Police… Now What? A Journey through Crisis Response
Police officer, mental health crisis worker, ER doctor, psychiatrist 



· The role of police: Protocols, how to communicate during a crisis, how police make a decision about apprehension)
· The role of the triage nurse: How people are triaged, how they are supported while waiting for an assessment
· The role of the mental health crisis worker: Guidelines for initial crisis assessment

· The role of the ER doctor: When to sign a Form 1

· The role of the psychiatrist: Deciding to lift the Form 1 or admit
Lunch

· Networking
· Communication centre 

Understanding the Ontario Review Board
ORB Panel Member
· Role of the ORB

· How the panel makes a decision
· How families can be involved in the hearing

· Challenges and experiences of being on an ORB panel
Forensic vs. Corrections: Pathways and Experiences through Parallel Systems
Experts on from each system 
· What treatment looks like

· What rehabilitation looks like

· Facilitating communication with families

· Release/discharge planning (transitions to community)

· How mental health crisis managed 
· Discipline
How Do I Get Through This: The Healing Process
Family support workers
· Coping with trauma

· Crisis plans

· How to rebuilt trust
· Self care

· Setting boundaries

Closing Remarks

